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the story of the fate of people who were mowed down by tens of thou- 
sands, and who were for the most part utterly helpless. English people 
are supposed to have a genius of self-government. This genius was 
never manifest in the government of the metropolis until the last decade 
of the nineteenth century; chiefly because London was denied oppor- 
tunities for self-government which were granted to the large towns of 
the provinces as early as 1835, and because parliament and the govern- 
ment never gave the people of London an effective lead. Mr. Jephson's 
book is not one which adds to the credit or the reputation of British 
parliamentary and governmental institutions. It is rather one which 
tends to subdue the pride of the English in their institutions and their 
efficiency — at least so far as these institutions existed until fifteen or 
twenty years ago. None the less the sanitary evolution of London, 
as traced by Mr. Jephson, has lessons of the greatest value for every 
country confronted by the municipal problems that are inherent to the 
growth and development of large cities. 

Edward Porritt. 

The Spirit of Parliament. By Duncan Schwann, M.P. (London: 
Alston Rivers. Pp. ix, 201.) 

Mr. Duncan Schwann is a young liberal member of parliament — not 
yet thirty years of age. He was elected to the house of commons for 
the first time in January, 1906, when he stood for the Hyde Division of 
Cheshire, and converted a conservative majority of 569, in 1900, into 
a minority of 1063, in the great electoral overturn of January, 1906. 
Young as he is, and new to his parliamentary duties, he has had peculiar 
opportunities of becoming acquainted with political life and traditions. 
His father has sat since 1886 for North Manchester, and in the parlia- 
ment of 1900 he was the only liberal among the nine members who rep- 
resent the twin cities of Manchester and Salford. Mr. Schwann, senior, 
is one of the most active of Manchester liberals, and from his earliest 
childhood Mr. Duncan Schwann grew up in an atmosphere of political 
activity and of genuine and earnest liberal convictions. The Spirit of 
Parliament is instinct with this political atmosphere. The little volume 
is exactly what its title implies. It is in no way a manual of parlia- 
mentary life. It contains neither facts nor statistics; but it does give 
better than any book previously in existence, a realization of parliament 
from the inside — the spirit that pervades and vivifies the forms and pro- 
cedure of the house of commons. Mr. Schwann is convinced that the 
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English party system will continue — that in spite of the divisions in the 
liberal party, the group system of continental Europe will not super- 
sede the traditional and historic bi-party system of Great Britain. He 
is also convinced that the anachronism of an unrepresentative house of 
lords will be swept away without violence or revolution. He devotes 
a chapter to a discussion of the future of the house of commons, in which 
he dwells on the present overloaded and overworked condition of parlia- 
ment, and prognosticates a very general devolution of powers to inferior 
representative councils — a widespread system of home rule all around. 
It is not, however, the predictions of Mr. Schwann which make the vol- 
ume of value to the student. The two chapters devoted to a parlia- 
mentary campaign in a county division, and the chapters describing the 
duties and activities of a member of the house of commons, and the 
career of a successful member, who has made his way from the back 
benches to the treasury bench, will give an American student of the 
English political system an understanding of the spirit of parliament, 
which never could be gained from the most careful study of May's 
Parliamentary Practice or Redlich's Procedure of Parliament. 



Federal Usurpation. By Franklin Pierce. (New York: D. Apple- 
ton and Company. 1908. Pp. xx, 437.) 

This book is a vigorous indictment of the men and methods of the 
federal government. It is an indictment of men because it attributes 
to them an intention to usurp the powers of the commonwealths in 
order to direct "the attention of the people to the all- wise providence 
of Congress and the Executive" (p. 132). Irrigation is proposed by 
the federal government for political ends "simply for the purpose of 
attaching to it millions of farmers scattered through the States" (p. 188). 
It is an indictment of methods because it asserts that ends sought, in 
themselves laudable, are attained by means which the Constitution does 
not permit. Finally it is an indictment of the people of the United 
States because of the doubt whether they really wish good government 
(p. 377). 

The book deals with live questions which are often considered to be 
partisan in their nature. It is published in a presidential year, and if 
widely read would influence many voters. Yet its object is not party 
propaganda, and it is as nearly impartial as any work which a man with 
strong convictions could be expected to write. 



